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Certain verbs in Spanish have a change in the stressed vowel in the root (stem) of the verb. This 
change affects the yo, tú, él, ella Ud., ellos, ellas and Uds. forms.  There is no stem change in the 
nosotros and vosotros forms.  
 
These verbs, called stem-changing (or radical changing), are mainly two types:  e -> ie  and o -> ue. 
 
1. Verbs with  e -> ie  stem change 
 

subject empezar - to begin* querer - to like; to 
want** 

preferir - to 
prefer*** 

yo empiezo quiero prefiero 
tú empiezas quieres prefieres 
él 
ella 
usted 

 
empieza 

 
quiere 

 

 
prefiere 

nosotros 
nosotras 

empezamos queremos 
 

preferimos 

vosotros 
vosotras 

empezáis queréis 
 

preferís 

ellos 
ellas 
ustedes 

 
empiezan 

 

 
quieren 

 

 
prefieren 

 
Note: Tener is conjugated like querer and Venir is conjugated like preferir  - except their yo forms are irregular 
(yo tengo; yo vengo).      
*Comenzar -(to begin) and cerrar (to close) are conjugated like empezar. 
**perder - (to lose) is conjugated like querer. 
***sentir - (to be sorry) is conjugated like preferir. 
 
 
 
 

2. Verbs with  o -> ue   stem change 
 

subject colgar - to hang 
up (phone) * 

jugar – to 
play 

volver - to 
return** 

dormir - to 
sleep*** 

yo cuelgo juego vuelvo duermo 
tú cuelgas juegas vuelves duermes 
él 
ella 
usted 

 
cuelga 

 
juega 

  
vuelve 

 
duerme 

nosotros 
nosotras 

colgamos jugamos volvemos dormimos 

vosotros 
vosotras 

colgáis jugáis volvéis dormís 

ellos 
ellas 
ustedes 

 
cuelgan 

 
juegan 

 
vuelven 

 
duermen 

 
Note: Rather than an o, the verb jugar has a u in the stem which changes to ue. 
*costar (to cost) and recordar (to remember) are conjugated like colgar. 
**devolver - (to return something) and poder (to be able; can) are conjugated like volver. 
***morir - (to die) is conjugated like dormir. 
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